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— A monograph on the recent Brachiopoda by the late Thomas 
Davidson, LL.D., F.R.S., edited by Agnes Crane, will be issued 
in three parts, with thirty quarto plates, during 1886, and will form 
a separate volume of the Transactions of the Linnasan Society of 
London. 

— The Academy of Natural Science in Philadelphia has, by the 
death of the widow of the late Mr. H. N. Johnson, come into pos- 
session of the entire estate as residuary legatee. It is valued at 
over $50,000, and the available annual income is nearly $1500. 

— Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, of Philadelphia, has been announced 
as the Laureate of the Societe Americaine de France for 1886, and 
awarded the medal of the society for his work on the native 
tongues of America. 

— Dr. Walter Flight, chemist and mineralogist, and assistant 
in the mineralogical department of the British Museum, died 
Nov. 6, aged forty-four. 

— J. J. de Tschudi, a Swiss naturalist and traveler, author of a 
work on Peru translated into English, died in January, at the age 
of sixty -eight. 

— Professor John Morris, who held the chair of geology in Uni- 
versity college, London, died in January, aged seventy-five. 

— P. Harting, the distinguished professor of zoology in the 
University of Utrecht, died Dec. 7. 

— Erratum. — On p. 171, line 27, for Orthopod read Arthropod. 

:o: 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Indiana Academy of Sciences. — In accordance with the call 
issued by the Brookville Society of Natural History, a number of 
Indiana scientists met at the court-house at Indianapolis, on Tues- 
day, Dec. 29, 1885, at 2 o'clock p.m. J. P. D. John, D.D., of De- 
Pauw University, was made temporary chairman and Amos W. 
Butler, temporary secretary. O. P. Jenkins, J. C. Branner and S. 
P. Stoddard, M.D., were appointed a committee on organization. 
They reported a constitution and by-laws which were adopted. 
The name selected is Indiana Academy oft Science. The objects 
of the academy are "scientific research and the diffusion of knowl- 
edge concerning the various departments of science." The mem- 
bership is to be confined to persons "engaged in scientific work or 
in original research." No provision has yet been made for fellow- 
ships. The committee on organization reported the following list 
of officers : president, David S. Jordan, Indiana university, Bioom- 
ington ; vice-presidents, J. M. Coulter, Wabash college, Craw- 
fordsville, J. P. D. John, DePauw university, Greencastle, Rev. 
D. R. Moore, Brookville ; secretary, Amos W. Butler, Brookville; 
treasurer, O. P. Jenkins, State Normal School, Terre Haute; 
librarian, J. N. Hurty, Indianapolis, all of whom were elected. 
Papers were read giving, as far as po^>sible, a statement of the 
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present condition of knowledge in the various branches of science, 
as follows : meteorology, by W. H. Ragan ; mammalogy, E. R. 
Quick ; the work accomplished for natural and physical science, 
Richard Owen, M.D.; papers on C. S. Rafinesque and ichthyology, 
by D. S. Jordan, M.D.; botany, J. M. Coulter, Ph.D.; physics, 
Professor J. P. Naylor ; lower invertebrates, Professor O. P. Jen- 
kins ; entomology, P. S. Baker, M.D. ; herpetology, Professor O. 
P. Hay; mineralogy, Maurice Thompson ; geology, R. T. Brown, 
M.D. ; chemistry, Professor R. B. Warder ; conchology, Rev. D. 
R. Moore; statistics, J. B. Conner; ornithology, A. W. Butler ; 
geography, J. T. Scovell ; astronomy, Daniel Kirkwood, LL.D. 

A committee was appointed to incorporate the academy. The 
prospects for the future of the academy are very bright ; the 
ablest investigators and best instructors of the State have united 
without exception to put this new institution on its feet. There 
will be two meetings each year, one between Christmas and New 
Year, the other early in the summer ; the former will be held at 
Indianapolis, the latter will be held at different places throughout 
the State. The next meeting will be held at Brookville, begin- 
ning May 20, 1886. 

The American Committee of the International Congress 
of Geologists. — This committee met in the Windsor hotel, New 
York city, on Friday, January 8th, with the president, Professor 
James Hall, in the chair. There were present Dr. T. Sterry Hunt, 
Professor J. S. Newberry, Professor C. H. Hitchcock, Professor 
J. J. Stevenson, Professor Geo. H. Cook, Mr. McGee (representing 
Major Powell), and Dr. Frazer, the secretary of the Berlin dele- 
gates, who was elected the secretary of the meeting, and read his 
report of the proceedings of the Berlin congress. His action in 
ordering 300 extras to be struck off by the printer of the journal, 
and also 300 copies of the color scale to be printed in Berlin 
to accompany the report, was approved. 

It was decided that translations of the reports of the committee 
on the map of Europe and on the uniformity of nomenclature, 
together with an abstract of the English committee's report, should 
with the American committee's report, and under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Frazer, be distributed among American geologists 
under conditions which seemed best. 

A committee of five was to be appointed to take measures in 
advance of the London congress to have American views prop- 
erly represented ; to be prepared for discussion of certain subjects, 
and to ask the congress to meet in America at its next (after 
the London) session. 

After some other minor matters were decided, Professor Hitch- 
cock was selected to apply the international scheme of colora- 
tion to an area which has been selected by Major Powell to test 
various systems on. 

The meeting adjourned to meet at the call of the president. 
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New York Academy of Sciences, Jan. 18.-— The following 
paper was read : The San Juan mountains of Colorado, by Dr. R. 
P. Stevens. 

Jan. 25. — The Cretaceous flora of North America (with lan- 
tern illustrations), by Dr. John S. Newberry. 

Boston Society of Natural History, Jan. 20. — Professor 
William M. Davis spoke about the " Chinook wind" of the North- 
west ; and Mr. S. H. Scudder discussed the relationships of the 
Mesozoic cockroaches. 

Feb 3. — The bow and arrow unknown to Paleolithic man, by 
Professor H. W. Haynes ; On the Santhals, an existing aboriginal 
tribe of Northeastern Bengal, by Dr. S. Kneeland. Photographs 
of the people and specimens of their singular native ornaments 
were shown. 

Appalachian Mountain Club, Jan. 13.. — The officers for the 
ensuing year were elected, and the reports of the corresponding 
secretary and treasurer presented. The following papers were 
read : The ascent of Popocatepetl, by Professor A. S. Packard ; 
The Carter-Moriah path and camp, by Mr. William G. Nowell ; 
Notes on the region east of Wild river, and south of the Andros- 
coggin, by Mr. A. L. Goodrich. 

The Cincinnati Society of Natural History presents a pro- 
gramme of the fifth course of free popular science lectures, as fol- 
lows : Friday, Jan. 8, 1886, Hudson's bay and its territories, Mr. 
Wm. Hubbell Fisher; Friday, Jan. 15, Ants and their habits, Pro- 
fessor A. D. Morrill ; Friday, Jan. 22, Science in schools, Rev. 
Geo. M. Maxwell; Friday, Jan. 29, Clarification of water, Profes- 
sor C. R. Stuntz ; Friday, Feb. 5, Gas wells of Ohio, Professor 
Edward Orton; Friday, Feb. 12, Glacial theories, Professor J. W. 
Hall, Jr. ; Friday, Feb. 19, Our world a type of other planets. 
Professor Geo. W. Harper ; Friday, Feb. 26, Astronomical review, 
Professor R. W. McFarland; Friday, March 5, An Australian 
fern-tree forest, Rev. Raphael Benjamin; Friday, March 12, 
Nebulae and star clusters, Mr. Wm. H. Knight ; Friday, March 
19, Experiments in electricity and magnetism, Mr. Geo. F. Card. 

Crawfordsville Scientific Society. — This society is estab- 
lished in connection with Wabash college, but includes citizens of 
Crawfordsville interested in scientific subjects. At the December 
meeting Professor John M. Coulter spoke of some puzzling forms 
of parasitic fungi recently found growing in a solution of sodium 
acetate ; Professor Dunn brought out a number of valuable points 
which had come under his observation in studying the habits of 
the salamander ; E.'H. Marshall gave the results of a chemical 
analysis of a valuable clay recently discovered in this county ; H. 
Thomson traced the development of the cerebellum from the lowest 
vertebrates to the highest ; J. N. Rose gave the details of an ex- 
periment for showing the transpiration of plants. 



